The Serbian Reply
tion,(33) at the same time informing the British Minister
that he could not advise Austria to "sanction a posteriori'9
a reply which from the outset she had "rejected as inade-
quate."^) He thus upon his own authority brushed
the proposal aside.
But in any case, if Berchtold were in any danger of
mistaking what Berlin expected of him, a report from
his ambassador in Berlin about a conversation which he
had just had with Jagow would soon have informed him.
The German Secretary of State conveyed to the Austro-
Hungarian Minister "the most categorical assurance that
he did not identify himself in any way with these (the
British) proposals"; that he was even opposed to their
being taken into consideration; and that he communi-
cated them only in order not to antagonize Great Britain
and lead her to take sides with Russia and France.(35)
The German communication was therefore a pure for-
mality, made simply for the sake of appearances. Berch-
told raised the two objections already mentioned: first,
that the Serbian reply made reservations on most points;
and second, that in view of the state of war which had
supervened between the Monarchy and Serbia, this reply
was "already put out of date by events.*'(36) Accordingly
he was no more disposed to accept Sir Edward Grey's
proposal than that of Sazonov.